NEW REGULATIONS FOR HOUSEHOLD BATTERY COLLECTION

Effective January 1, 2010, regulations have changed in how various battery types will be recycled.  Alkaline batteries such as AA, AAA, C, D, and 9-volt are no longer considered hazardous waste and fall below Federal and State hazardous waste standards.  Residents can place alkaline batteries in the regular trash.  Domestically manufactured alkaline batteries made after 1996 no longer contain mercury and are safe to throw away.  

Rechargeable batteries such as nickel cadmium, small sealed lead acid, lithium ion, nickel metal hydride, silver oxide, and lithium button cells still need to be recycled properly.  These rechargeable batteries can be found in cordless power tools, cellular and cordless phones, laptop computers, digital cameras, two-way radios, and remote control toys.  Rechargeable batteries sometimes look like regular batteries.  The label on the battery will indicate if its rechargeable.  

The requirement involves placing each battery in a separate plastic “baggie” or tapping the terminal ends of the battery.  Residents may dispose of rechargeable batteries at any Bergen County Utilities Authority (BCUA) Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event or they can be recycled at participating retail locations including the following:  Radio Shack, Best Buy, Staples, Target, OfficeMax, Lowes, Home Depot, Sears, Wal-Mart, and Verizon Wireless.  To find a retail collection the consumer helpline at 1-877-2-RECYCLE.  

Rechargeable batteries will no longer be collected or accept by the Department of Public Works.

